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Thursday, November 4, 2021

Dear Families and Staff,

I hope this letter finds you well. The purpose of this letter is to provide an update concerning the water
contamination that occurred this week at Joel Barlow High School. We communicated with you on
Wednesday morning when we dismissed school early. I sent a follow up email on Wednesday evening. As
you know, Joel Barlow High School is closed today while companies are removing, cleaning and
bypassing our water storage tanks. Our goal is to reopen school safely and as soon as possible.

Key Details

● A contractor poured approximately 20 gallons of fuel oil into the school’s 20,000 gallon water
storage tank on Tuesday.

● Kitchen staff reported an odor Wednesday morning and the administration dismissed school at
12:30pm.

● We contacted Water Systems and Solutions and Clean Harbors Environmental Services1 to
develop a plan and accomplish our above goal. During the afternoon, we also notified the
Department of Health and submitted a plan to address this problem.

● Currently, the large storage tank (Image 1) and pressure tank are being drained by trucks (Image
2). The water is placed in an external container (Image 3) behind the building. This water will be
disposed of according to DPH standards. Please view the pictures below:

Image 1: Large Storage Tank Image 2: Clean Harbor Pump Truck Image 3: Holding Tank

-Continued on Page Two-

1 Clean Harbors Environmental Services: https://www.cleanharbors.com
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Potential Challenges

● When the water is drained from the water storage and pressure tank, Clean Harbor personnel will
enter the storage tank to commence pressure washing and cleaning. There are challenges
associated with cleaning the pressure tank because it does not offer easy access. Both tanks will
need to be flushed several times and tested.

● As noted above, an odor was detected by kitchen staff. This means that fuel oil and water entered
the pipes in the building. These pipes need to be flushed several times and tested2.

● The school’s ability to provide lunch is affected by changes in water supply.

Next Steps

● Water Systems and Solutions is currently bypassing the storage and pressure tank and connecting
building pipes directly to our three wells on site. This method will allow us to drain, flush and test
the water in the building according to DPH standards.

● The company will install two temporary atmospheric storage tanks controlled by special pumps to
feed water to the building. Please view Image 4.

● Any change in the water system requires a permit. Please see Image 5.

Image 4: Temporary System Schematic Image 5: Application for Approval Permit

● Once the temporary bypass system has been installed today, DPH will inspect the system and
approval3 will need to be obtained before we can reopen schools.

Timeline

● Joel Barlow High School will remain closed Friday, November 5.
● Most after school activities have been canceled. The high school administration will communicate

to students and staff concerning special events.
● We will continue to provide updated information each day as this process unfolds

3 DPH Approval Letter will be attached to this letter
2 VOC Test: Volatile Organic Compound
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We anticipate reopening Joel Barlow High School on Monday, November 8 subject to testing and
approval by the Department of Health. As stated above, we will provide updates over the weekend
concerning our progress with building the temporary water system and cleaning our infrastructure.

We understand that staff and parents may have questions regarding water safety or the temporary system
that will be in place. Please use this form4 to ask questions. We will consult with experts in the field to
provide up-to-date and accurate information. Unfortunately, we will have to make up Thursday and
Friday of this week in June. More details will follow about the calendar for this year.

We would like to apologize for this inconvenience and thank the faculty and leadership for their patience
and support during the past couple of days. I am truly grateful and impressed by the staff at Joel Barlow
High School. Everyone was eager to help on Wednesday and are truly looking forward to resume school
as soon as possible. If I can be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Dr. Jason McKinnon
Superintendent

Enclosure (1): State Approval for Construction and Installation of Water and Treatment Works

cc: Region Board of Education
ER9 Staff
ER9 Families
Department of Health

4 [LINK REMOVED]
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