
Decision of Dispute Committee 

Resolution re: Easton RTC Endorsement Caucus Dispute 

 

Upon receipt of a request by Mr. Lou DiPietro of Easton to resolve a local dispute, on January 

30, 2022, Chairman Proto empaneled the following State Central Committee members 

pursuant to CGS Sec. 9-387 and Article II, Section 10 of the Connecticut Republican Party's 

bylaws: Brian Werstler, 8th District (Chair); Jeff Rogers, 20th District; Lisa Burns, 35th District; 

Virginia Landgrebe, 30th District; Gregg Hannan, 12th District.  

After soliciting supporting materials from Mr. DiPietro, Easton Republican Town Committee 

Chair Wendy Bowditch, and Easton Republican Town Committee Caucus Permanent Chairman 

Daniel Lent, Chairman Werstler called a meeting of the Dispute Committee at 5:00pm on 

February 3, 2022. Committee members Werstler, Rogers, Burns, and Hannan were present. 

Committee members received statements from Mr. DiPietro, Mr. Lent, and Ms. Bowditch, 

asked questions of the same, and had follow-up questions for Mr. John Miranda, member of 

the Easton Republican Town Committee Caucus Rules Committee, and Ms. Dori Wollen, Easton 

Republican Registrar of Voters.  

Contained in Mr. DiPietro's supporting materials was a supplemental complaint from Easton 

Republican Town Committee member Raymond Martin which raised questions about the legal 

notice given for the Town Committee Caucus. After review of the materials provided by Mr. 

DiPietro—which included a copy of the original legal notice as well as copies of e-mails and 

social media posts—the Dispute Committee questioned Mr. DiPietro, Ms. Bowditch, and Mr. 

Lent and made the following findings: 

• The Easton Republican Town Committee Caucus was scheduled for 7:00 pm on Tuesday, 

January 4, 2022 at the Easton Town Library; 

• Legal notice of a town-wide caucus for the purpose of endorsing candidates for the 

Republican Town Committee is required by Article II, Section 2(b)(1) of the Connecticut 

Republican Party bylaws to be published in a newspaper having circulation in such town 

five days before the day of such caucus; 

• Legal notice was properly given and ran in the Friday, December 31, 2021 edition of the 

Fairfield Citizen; 

•  Ms. Bowditch represented the following to the Dispute Committee: 

o She realized on Wednesday, December 29, 2021 that the Town Library had a 

seating capacity of 25 people and began searching for alternate locations; 

o She secured an alternate location, the Elementary School, on Thursday, 

December 30, 2021; 



o She did not make attempt to correct the legal notice, nor did she attempt to 

reschedule the caucus pursuant to a second, separate, legal notice, claiming 

oversight; 

o While at the Elementary School at the January 4, 2022 Town Committee Caucus, 

there were multiple reports of potential Caucus participants who arrived at the 

Town Library without knowledge of the change in location; 

o She was not present at the Elementary School for the Caucus; she was home 

isolating with COVID; 

• The Dispute Committee is in possession of an e-mail from Ms. Bowditch to the RTC 

dated Sunday, January 2, 2022 that made no mention of the relocated Caucus; 

• The Dispute Committee is in possession of an e-mail from Ms. Bowditch to the RTC 

dated Monday, January 3 notifying only those in receipt of the e-mail that the Caucus 

was relocated to the Elementary School, citing the Town Library's capacity limit of 50; 

• The Dispute Committee is in possession of a Facebook post on the Easton RTC page 

from January 3, 2022 noting the Caucus would be relocated to the Elementary School 

"to accommodate social distancing;" 

Given the material change in the Caucus location; the fact that any notification of the changed 

Caucus location was not given until the day prior; the inconsistency in information provided by 

RTC Chair Bowditch; the undisputed allegation that potential Caucus-goers were 

disenfranchised by going to the incorrect original Caucus location; and the fact that there was 

time in the Election Calendar to reschedule the Caucus to a later date and give proper legal 

notice for the new date; the Dispute Committee rules the January 4, 2022 Easton Republican 

Town Committee Caucus was not compliant with the Connecticut Republican Party bylaws' 

requirement to be properly noticed.  

Therefore, the Dispute Committee rules all proceedings of the January 4, 2022 Easton 

Republican Town Committee Caucus to be invalid, and the Easton Republican Town Committee 

is thereby deemed to have failed to endorse any candidates for membership on the Town 

Committee.  

With respect to the claims in Mr. DiPietro's complaint regarding deficiencies in the Caucus 

balloting and nominating procedures, the Dispute Committee acknowledges merit, but finds 

them moot and reserves any findings as to the Caucus itself. Finally, with respect to claims in 

Mr. Lent's countercomplaint regarding deficiencies in primary petitions, the Dispute Committee 

finds them to be outside of its statutory scope of review. CGS Sec. 9-387 grants a political party 

power to resolve disputes over "endorsement" of candidates (the caucus) but does not confer 

similar authority to resolve disputes over "nomination" of candidates (the primary). The alleged 

violations are statutory in nature and the Dispute Committee does not have jurisdiction to 

resolve such. 

 



Unanimously submitted February 7, 2022. 

 

Respectfully, 

Brian Werstler (8th District)  Lisa Burns (35th District)   

Jeff Rogers (20th District)  Gregg Hannan (12th District) 

Virginia Landgrebe (30th District) 

 


